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& Natural

Costa Rica’s vivid colours and culture
provide ample inspiration for the design
and architecture of La Reserva
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magine a day in tropical paradise. Nature

enthusiasts take long hikes through hilly,

tropical forest terrain here in Quepos, a

small town on Costa Rica’'s west coast. Bird

and animal lovers revel in the stunningly
diverse ecosystem of nearby Manual Antonio
National Park. Sun lovers absorb brilliant rays on
the sandy Pacific Ocean beaches, while surfers
ride some of the best waves on the planet.

The houses at La Reserva Resort Community
sustain the love of nature that brings people to
Costa Rica. Their contemporary, organic
architectural style incorporates many vernacular
characteristics indoors and out. No two homes
are alike, because each design is unique to the
topography of its lot. Trees and gardens have
been incorporated into each home's interior
architecture. Generous outdoor living spaces and
terraces allow homeowners to optimise their
enjoyment of the tropical weather.

“The 18 lots are divided between ocean,
mountain, and jungle views. Nine are located on
the ridge-line of the property, which sits atop the
mountain and has breathtaking ocean views. The
other nine lots have partial ocean, mountain,
and/or jungle views," says Donielle Fish, general
manager of the residential development.

These views and a natural, native feel were
integral to the 11-acre development's design.
Developers from North America and Europe
have all but turned Costa Rica into a neo-colony,
and brought a range of architectural types that
have threatened to eliminate the country’'s
character. That's antithetical to American
developer Mike Carter's desires.

"“Carter has travelled around the world and
he loves to be on the water. When he was

originally designing this, he said he wanted a
property that blended into the landscape when
viewed from the ocean. He didn't want things to
stick out, but to be conducive to the natural
terrain,” Fish said.

Carter met his equal in Costa Rican (or Tican)
architect Andres Brenes. Brenes, respects the
local architectural vernacular of the town of
Quepos. On almost every outdoor nook is some
form of relaxation. There is a barbecue or dining
area, a wading or swimming pool, a quiet reading
nook or meditation space, an exercise space or
rooftop sunning corner. Inside, bountiful bay
windows bring the outdoors in by framing outdoor
views. Wide, airy rooms have high ceilings for
natural ventilation and ample natural lighting.

There are hand-cut hanging light sculptures
that decorate some of the residences, and also
chicharron, a pot used to cook pork that's
prominent in Central and South America — these
have been repurposed and fitted into the design
as a bathroom sink.

Other interior touches include native
luscious fruit and plant hues on the walls and
furniture, cool tile floors, and expansive glass or
local wood doors. Natural wood and stone
further help to bring in the outdoors, to help
owners remember where they are.

“The finishes are everyone's favourite. We
like to tie in the local flair to remind the owner
that they're in another culture. We have pigment-
dyed plaster walls, split-bamboo cane ceilings,
oiled-rubbed bronze hand-crafted railings, and
custom-made granite floor tiles,” Fish says. “We
work with many local artisans to create a unique
style that embodies international standards with
Costa Rican artistry touches.”
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